2J4          EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
the classes, each of which has its own mistress. Specialists
teach many subjects, such as biology, physics, chemistry, and
mathematics, each being so treated as to be made an
instrument for the development of power of thought and
judgment, of accurate observation and patient study. The
first place is, however, given to literature, good translations
from Greek, Latin, Italian, and Spanish classics being read
in addition to German, French, and English texts. Such
reading is never done in class hours, the German girls,
who are hard workers, being always ready for the inde-
pendent research which will prepare them for a discussion.
Many a thoughtful and fruitful conversation will be held
in a German classroom, the mistress sitting, according to
custom, slightly to one side, so as not to obstruct the view
of blackboard or picture from the circle of alert though
quiet girls sitting each at her own movable desk or table.
The Hausfrauenschule, planned mainly for those who can
remain in the school only one year after completing their
Untersekunda, or for foreigners, gives a practical course in
household management and child study, with the addition
of some German literature and other similar subjects.
The three years* course of the dnijabrige Frauenscbule*
however, purports to bring philosophy down not only to
the coffee-house, but to the very kitchen where the coffee
is prepared. It is of special interest at this time, when in
every European country the curriculum of a girls* school is
being reconsidered; moreover it seems to come very near
to the early plans of studies of the Society of the Sacred
Heart and to have much in common with the aims and
syllabus of St. Cyr.
Religious teaching is centred round some definite idea;
1 See ** Die Frauenobetschule ** in the Zwtralblatt f#r die gtsamu Unterrbbtsw-
ffiafeotZfoPrwfsett, February 5th, 1932, pp. 64-9.